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IDEA #192

Six Pillars Collages ‘In nothing do men approach so nearly to the
gods as in doing good to others.’ Marcus Cicero

OVERVIEW: Youngsters demonstrate and discuss the Six Pillars of Character
as they are depicted in magazine photographs and illustrations.
PREPARATION / MATERIALS:
● various magazines (as many as possible)
● safety scissors
●

paper

● glue or paste
PROCEDURE:
Spread out magazines on tables. Provide youngsters with safety scissors, paper and glue and

have them search through magazines looking for pictures demonstrating the Six Pillars
of Character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.
Say: Your assignment is to find one picture for each of the Six Pillars, cut it out
and make a Six Pillars collage by pasting it on to your paper in a nice looking

way. Above each picture, write the name of the value.
After the children are finished, have each one show his/her creation, explaining
how the pictures on their collages depict the six core values. The papers can then be
put on a wall or taken home.
Another option is to go through the same process focusing on one specified value

(e.g., everyone could cut out pictures related to respect). Then post all the
papers on the same wall. The next day (or week), do the same for another value
and another section of the wall until good character is all around!
Adapted from the YMCA's "Character Development Starter Kit” (YMCA of the USA,
Chicago, IL).
©2002 Josephson Institute of Ethics
Good Ideas to Help Young People Develop Good Character

423

Read up and reach out at www.charactercounts.org

IDEA #95
Nothing is so contagious as an example. (- Duc De La Rochefoucauld

Who Do You Look Up To?
OVERVIEW: Youngsters think about and discuss what it means to be a “person of

character.” They draw someone they consider a good example of the Six Pillars
in action and describe why this person is worthy of admiration.
.
PREPARATION/MATERIALS:

• tape recorder and a tape of popular music all the kids know.

PROCEDURE:

Ask the youngsters: Does anyone know what it means to have good character? Solicit
responses, then say: It's easy to tell if someone is a person of character. All you do is
watch to see how well they practice the Six Pillars of Character: trustworthiness,
respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. People of character are people
we look up to. Who do you think of when you hear “person of character?”
Distribute copies of the “Who Do You Look Up To?” worksheet and have them draw a
picture of a person who models the Six Pillars. Then tell them to write a sentence or

two explaining why this person has good character.
Contributed by Ken Newbury, Toledo Public Schools (Toledo, OH).
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The following adapted from: Good Ideas to Help Young People Develop Good Character
©2002 Josephson Institute of Ethics, ‘Who is someone you can look up to?

Who is Someone You Can Look Up To?
Someone to look up
to lives by the Six
Pillars of Character:
Trustworthiness
Respect
Responsibility
Fairness
Caring
Citizenship

Person of Character

Name
_________________

Draw or write about a person of character that
you know.

6- to 9-year-olds

If we pick up our litter and
help to keep the classroom
clean and tidy, we are being good....

Listening to the teacher
and not talking when others are speaking means we
are showing....

Sometimes people tell us
things that they don’t want
others to know. Keeping a
secret means we are....

If the teacher asks us to
do homework or another
activity, we should try to
hand it in on time to show
we are.....

When we do work we
should not copy someone
else’s work. If we copy
other people’s answers we
are not being.....

If we play sports, we should
play by the rules. This is a
good example of....

When we are playing
outside, we should try to
include our classmates and
make everyone feel special. This shows we are.....

Everybody has something
special that is their own.
We should not damage
or break other people’s
things because that would
not be.....

If we do not understand
something in class asking
for help is a good way to
show we are.....

Hitting other people is not a
good example of......

When we make a promise
we should try to keep it.
This is an example of how
we can show......

Read each of the sentences in the boxes above. Try to find the missing word in each box. The words
are hidden somewhere in your classroom. When you find the correct word, write it in the space in the
box. Try to find as many as you can!
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When we see someone
hurt, unhappy, or sad we
should listen to why they
are upset and show we
are...
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